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Let’s start with how you got into Film/
Television.  Did you know at a young age 

that you wanted to perform?
I started acting in high school. However, I didn’t pursue the entertainment 

industry until 16 years ago. I actually went to college to be a television news 

reporter. I worked as an anchor and news/sports reporter shortly after i gradu-

ated from college for several Midwest Television Stations.

 Did you ever attend workshops or take classes? 

Living Their Dreams as Performers
Learn how these experienced actors can help you with your career journey...

I did take several six week acting intensive classes. I studied with Commercial 

Casting Director Terry Berland and Theatrical Acting Coach J.D. Ferrantino just 

to name a few.

Who would you say was your biggest 
influence in getting into the business? 

GOD! I wouldn’t and couldn’t have done it without the leading of the Holy 

Spirit. Really!!!! It’s just too darn hard and unpredictable. I was living in Detroit 

when I felt the call in my Spirit to move to L.A. and pursue acting full time. I 

 Actress and Writer Zondra Wilson was born and raised in Cleveland. Zondra was educated 
in the Cleveland Public School System, where she developed a love for acting. Zondra graduated with 
a degree in Mass Media Communications/News from The University of Akron. Following graduation, 
Zondra went on to work as a news/sports reporter in the Midwest.
 After several years of broadcast journalism, Zondra decided to follow God’s leading and 
venture out into Los Angeles. She made her television debut in 2006 with a guest starring role as a 
newscaster on the CBS hit daytime soap opera “The Young and The Restless”. Zondra went on to star 
in several independent feature films including the suspense thriller, “The Seer” opposite Bella Thorne. 
Zondra has landed leading roles in short films such as “Palms” and “My Name is Karma.” “Palms” went on 
to win the award for best drama in the short film category at the International Family Film Festival in Los 
Angeles. “My Name is Karma,” has been selected for several film festivals including a win as best comedic 
short in The Atlanta Urban Mediamakers Film Festival and the prestigious Pan African Film Festival. She 
has worked with “World War Z” director Marc Forster and award winning director William Branden 
Blinn.

How do Hollywood 
starlets look so radiant and 

youthful well into their 
30’s, 40’s, and even 50’s? Is 
it always expensive fillers 

and dangerous plastic 
surgery? The answer is NO! 

So, what’s the secret to 
having and maintaining 
skin that is youthful and 
radiant? It’s simpler than 

you might think.www.bluskincare.info
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was scared to death. I didn’t want to leave my family 

and friends and the comfort of having a permanent 

paycheck. LOL It was hard. It took me a year before I 

would even consider moving.  

How many productions have you 
been involved in? 

Hummmm. That’s a hard one, because I’ve been involved in a lot of produc-

tions that I didn’t necessarily get credit for. Maybe a hundred or so.  Some I 

don’t remember until I bump into someone that will say “Hey didn’t we work 

together on the set of so and so..” Then I’m usually like…”oh yeah…” LOL

What has been your favorite role and why? 
There are so many. But, my favorite production is a SAG/AFTRA short film ti-

tled “Palms”. You gotta watch it. It’s uploaded on Youtube. This movie touched 

my soul because it’s about adoption. I play a wife and mother of two beautiful 

children. We eventually adopt this teen boy named Solomon who has been 

bounced around from foster home to foster home. All Solomon is looking for 

is a family to call his own. The story is loosely based on the real life story of 

our Director Deep Williams and the adoption of his son. I loved everything 

about this movie. It’s a tear jerker, so have a box of kleenex available. 

Best advice from a director.  
I’ve gotten so much from the many directors I’ve worked with. It’s hard to 

choose. But, I keep hearing the same thing…”don’t give up Zondra.” So, I just 

hold on to that.

How did your family/friends inspire/
encourage you to continue? 

Initially, my family and friends thought I was nutty for leaving my stable 

environment and moving to LA to pursue complete “craziness”. LOL However, 

my mother was always a rock in my life. She believed in me and always 

encouraged me to keep going even when everything, and I mean everything, 

fell apart. She never stopped believing in me until the day she passed away. 

Everyday, I think about her and what she means to me. I’m grateful for the 

time God gave me with her and to have had the love of a mother that was like 

no other.

How do you combine family life 
with your busy schedule? 

Ha. I don’t have a family life. My entire family is back in the midwest. I’ve 

somewhat adjusted to not having them here with me. It’s challenging during 

the holidays. I’ve made some friends here in LA, so I hang out with them. I 

still miss home though! lol

Describe a typical day/week on-set.
Wow! Every job is so different. It depends on if I’m working a commercial or 

theatrical production. But, for the most part, you get a call sheet which is 

usually emailed to talent the night before.  I usually show up a few minutes 

before my call time, ready to work the following day. You get to set and 

usually breakfast is prepared. If you have lines, this is a good time to run lines 

with your scene partner if you have one. After breakfast, you go into hair and 

makeup. Then I head over to wardrobe where they pick the outfit that I will 

wear that day. I usually bring a variety of my own clothes for production to 

choose from. They also have wardrobe on set to choose from as well. After 

that, I head back over to holding and rehearse again until it’s time for me to 

go on set and work. Most days are 12 hours. You do a lot of waiting. LOL But, 

I don’t mind, because I can rehearse and get familiar with the cast and crew, 

which makes the production more enjoyable. There is nothing like the feeling 

of working on set. I absolutely love it.

What are a few projects that you would 
love to be cast in? 

Wow! This is easy! “How To Get Away With Murder”…Oh My!  I would love 

to play Annalise Keating’s (Viola Davis) sister and nemesis. I already got my 

name picked out. Zoe’ Scott. I love that show. Shonda Rhimes is a creative 

genius. I also would love to play Cookie Lyon (Taraji P. Henson) nemesis on the 

show Empire. I love playing character’s of light. Good always triumphs Evil. 

Who are the top people you can’t forget to 
thank while accepting an award or on the 

red carpet? 
After God, my mother, my nieces, family and my praying group. Wow! They’ve 

prayed me through so much. I just love them so much. 

Best advice to remember at an audition. 
Just be you. Don’t try to “act” or “be” like anybody else. You will get hired 

because of who “you” are, not for who you are trying to be.

Any advice for aspiring actors out there who 
are wanting to break into the film industry? 

Pray! Pray! Pray! After praying, if you still feel this is the career path God has 

put you on.. NEVER EVER GIVE UP. Trust me, you will feel like throwing in the 

towel so many times…but, don’t do it. Stay around positive people who will 

(continued on page 20)

Above: On the set of a commercial for “Tracfone.”  Left: On 

the set of  “The Temple: Dabuyaba (2015).   Below: On the 

set of the upcoming independent feature film called “Selfie 

Shootout” Director Ron Jackson (2015).
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(continued from page 19)

Who would you say was your biggest 
influence in getting into the business? 

I would have to say the biggest influence would definitely be Al Pacino. My 

second biggest influence would be Sylvester Stallone. There are a few others 

whom I admire for their acting and just their suave personalities, and those 

would be; Vin Diesel, Robert DeNiro, Mark Wahlberg, and Dwayne the “Rock” 

Johnson.

How many productions have you been 
involved in? 

I have been involved in many productions. Many were independent projects 

and 1 major motion film credit for Sinister 2. I have also filmed four TV/Inter-

net commercials, and I was just cast in two more upcoming productions.

What has been your favorite role and why? 
My favorite role would have to be all of them! It is hard to pick just one but if 

I had to, I would have to say Diablo (Spanish for Devil) on the Chicago based TV 

series ChiRaq. The irony of being asked to play this character, who was identi-

cal to the person I used to be 8 years ago, was unbelievable, I was a bit lost. 

Here it is, I have turned my life around (and I give God all the glory for that) I 

HAD to ask for guidance. I was at peace when I was told to tell my story.  

 

Best advice from a director. 
Stay humble and always remember where I started, where I am going and 

what it took to get there.

How has your family inspired/
encouraged you to continue? 

My family at the beginning thought it was all joke. There was no money being 
made, so there was a lot of gossip and being made fun of. I just knew that I had 
to keep moving forward, never give up on my dreams and always stay hungry. 
Lately they have seen my achievements and are somewhat supportive of me. 
But my biggest supporters are my Dad, fellow actors and people in the indus-

try. They always have words of encouragement to keep me pushing harder.

Many actors have to work other jobs while they 
pursue acting. How about you? 

I am a professional chef. As a full time chef, I worked 6 to 7 days a week, 14 
hours days and it made it very difficult to pursue acting. So, I recently made the 

decision to pursue my acting full time. 

Describe a typical day or work week on set.
Wow, that’s a good question. Well, it starts off with wardrobe, then you’re off to 
hair and makeup. Next we go over any last minute details and or changes with 
the director and writers. Finally its time to get on set and do a ‘run through,’ 
which is like a dress rehearsal or practice run before the actual shoot. The 
days are very long, and many many hours are spent adding new dialogue or 
reshooting the same scene over and over until the director gets the shot he/she 

wants, but I would not change it for the world. 

not only encourage you but won’t lie to you. Many times we tend to hang 

around people who will tell us what we want to hear instead of what we need 

to hear. Keep pushing and stay on your grind. The hard work will pay off.

Hobbies and other interests? 
Sports. I love all types of sports. I also bake. I use to own a bake shop in 

Detroit. I still sell sweets from time to time.

Something interesting that our readers 
would love to know about you: 

I am so excited to tell your readers that earlier this year I launched an organic 

skin care company called “Blu Skin Care” (www.bluskincare.info).  It was 

birthed after years of being asked about my skin. In addition to acting, I’m 

a full time model having worked for Billion Dollar companies such as Pfizer, 

Best Buy and most recently Merz.

 It all started when I was face timing my niece Courtney and we 

were discussing creative ways for me to start a business. I was trying to come 

up with my brand. As we talked a light bulb flashed brightly in my head about 

starting an organic skin care line. Of course, I didn’t do anything until I prayed 

and had other’s praying to make sure this was the right direction that God was 

sending me. After much prayer, this was it! In addition to being a retailer of 

organic skin care products, my goal is to educate as many people as possible 

about the importance of organic skin care and it’s many benefits. My site is 

so interactive because we have skin fun facts, blogs, celebrity write ups and 

everything you need to know about getting and maintaining beautiful and 

healthy skin. Remember, beautiful skin isn’t always healthy, BUT healthy skin 

is ALWAYS beautiful. Be sure to check us out at www.bluskincare.info and join 

our mailing list for up to date info on skin care and valuable coupons.

Anything else you would like to share? 
Never ever give up on your dreams. Most importantly...stay prayerful and 

thankful. 

How can our readers follow you? 
imdb.com/zondrawilson, www.bluskincare.info, .facebook.com/bluskincare, 

twitter:bluskincare, pinterest:bluskincare,  instagram:bluskincare

Film/Television Actor: 
Jose Santiago, Jr.

Did you know at a young age that you 
wanted to perform? 

I have always wanted to be an actor since I was old enough to watch TV. I 

actually got my start in Film/Television by accident or as I tell everyone; The 

wrong place at the right time. I actually saved a wounded police officer’s life 

and captured 2 armed bank robbers on Dec 21, 2013. Next thing you know I’m 

being interviewed and getting calls from extras casting in Chicago.

Living Their Dreams as Performers
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What other 
projects you 
would love to be 
cast in? 
I would love to be cast in 
an action film and a faith 

based movie or TV series.

When you win 
an award (every 
actor dreams of 
it!) who are the 
top people you 
can’t forget to 
thank and why? 
First and foremost, God 

Almighty, as without Him 

in my life the last 6 years, 

none of this would have 

been possible, especially 

at the speed that it has taken place. Also, thanks to all who have supported 

my career and those directors who gave me an opportunity, when no one else 

would. Now I can actually thank my wonderful and amazingly talented PR, 

Michele Santiago, who keeps me on the straight and narrow.

Best advice to remember at an audition. 
Be confident, not arrogant. Be yourself, not who you think they want to see. 

Always make eye contact and be heard. Thank your God or whoever you pray 

to for allowing you this opportunity and by all means before you leave the au-

dition ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS thank them for their time and consideration 

and end it with “have a great day”.

Any advice for aspiring actors out there who 
are wanting to break into the TV/film industry? 
Never give up. Never let anyone tell you that you’re not gonna make it, and 

always smile and say ‘Thank you’ for our time and consideration. Follow your 

dreams. The road is going to get rough and you’re gonna fall down. Just dust 

yourself off and keep moving forward because determination is your strength. 

As long as you believe in yourself and God, you can’t be stopped.

Do you recommend workshops and/or classes? 
Yes. Take as many classes and workshops as you can, before jumping into this. 

I did and I don’t regret any of it.

Hobbies and other interests? 
Cooking, because of my 14 years of culinary, I love to be in the kitchen. Con-

struction work, I love using my hands to build and create things. Swimming, 

horseback riding, camping, shooting and motorcycle riding and just spending 

time with my family is most important.

Jose Santiago, Jr. on set of Chicago PD with actor, Jon Seda / Photo credit: Jose Santiago

Jose Santiago, J.r as “Jack Sparrow” with Zack Galifinakis look-alike

Something interesting that our readers 
would love to know about you. 

 I’m a father of four children all from my first marriage. One daughter, Arial, 

age 22, Three sons, Jose III, 20, Antonio, 19, and Ricardo 15. I also have a 

beautiful granddaughter Lailani, AKA ‘Papa’s princess’. I live for my kids and 

I believe that every child is precious. I love mentoring and helping kids and 

seeing that there is a future for them besides the streets, jail, or the grave. I 

also hate snakes!  

Any upcoming projects? 
Sinister 2, Directed by Ciarán Foy, is due out in theaters August 21st,  plus a 

bunch of independent films and a web series that I was just cast for. 

Anything else you would like to share? 
This goes for people of all ages, race, and gender. Always follow your heart 

and you can never go wrong. Never let anyone tell you that you can’t make it, 

because when you start to doubt yourself, the naysayers and the devil have 

won. #KeepMovingForward #NeverGiveUp #FollowYourDreams

How can our readers follow you?  
Facebook Jose Santiago Jr, twitter @chefjsantiago, instagram @chefjsantiago

Many thanks to Zondra and Jose, 
for sharing their journeys with us. 

We wish them all the best! ✪

Learn how their journeys can help you with yours...
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